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Course Description 
This required Women's Studies capstone will give you an unprecedented opportunity to gather primary oral history research data, apply the latest feminist methodologies, create short video films, collaborate with local experts, and present your findings in a virtual campus gallery exhibit. Rather than simply reading about feminist methodology and activism, you will become active participants working in the community.  Those who express interest, will also have the opportunity to collaborate with the University of Delaware’s Special Collections in Morris Library and GACHA, (the Governor’s Advisory Council on Hispanic Affairs) Latino Oral History Project, video-taping and highlighting Afro-Latina oral histories. Students working on Latina Oral history will also be given the opportunity to have their work cited and archived at the University of Delaware's Special Collections in the Morris Library.  Those students who are not interested in participating in the Latino Oral History Project will have the option of selecting an oral history subject of their choice.

The course is ultimately aimed at giving you the opportunity to apply your previous training in Women’s Studies to real life projects.   During the course of the semester you will consider the nexus of pedagogy and activism and reflect on an early feminist tenant which stated that the “personal is political.”  The coursework will involve working collaboratively, making decisions about interview questions, about your approach, representation and final presentations. This capstone experience is aimed at providing you with valuable qualitative research gathering and analytical skills, and giving you opportunities to reflect on the value of oral history. By the end of the term, you will have gained valuable research experience as well as a tangible video documentary film to insert into your academic portfolio.

The capstone experience will begin with a review of a variety of feminist approaches to research. You will be encouraged to integrate, synthesize, and reflect on what and how you learned in your previous undergraduate study. More specifically you will reflect on the relationship between emergent and traditional approaches, which include but are not limited to the following:  history and oral history; identity politics and the social constructions of race, ethnicity and gender; second life and real life academic approaches to activism and education. In real time, you will conduct an oral history interview and create a short video documentary which demonstrates your understanding of complex issues and your ability to represent your subject. Feedback from peers and local experts will provide an extraordinary opportunity to raise your awareness and refine your video presentations. You don't need prior technology or oral history experience to succeed in this course as you will be provided with training in both areas during the course of the semester.
Course Objectives:

By the end of the course you will be able to do the following:

· gather primary research evidence
· develop a feminist methodology, standpoint theory, oral history, and analysis;
· distinguish between interdisciplinary studies, Women's Studies, feminist studies, and gender studies
· understand the complex issues related to representation
· storyboard and produce short multimedia video documentaries to insert in your academic portfolio
· serve the community and conduct yourself professionally and demonstrate sensitivity
· understand the collaborative work process
The above course objectives correspond with the following Women's Studies Program's Undergraduate Student Goals:
#3 Understand how feminist scholarship influences academic disciplines and create of knowledge and generates and examination of social, cultural, and/or economic processes.

#7 Examine issues of media, culture and representation from a gendered perspective.

#8 Demonstrate through writing, speaking, and /or other forms of communication the ability to utilize critical and theoretical perspectives, work collaboratively, apply interdisciplinary research methods and conduct research

	
	
	


Course Requirements and Policies: To gather primary source data effectively, please bring the following materials to class and participate actively in all course activities:
· Binder, pouch, paper
· Electronics: laptop computer, several blank mini DV tapes, and DVDs
· Online Sakai Journal
Active Participation entails the following aspects: 

· Prepare for and arrive to class on time
· Follow basic classroom etiquette (listen carefully and respectfully and respond with sensitivity to others) and stay the entire class period
· In pairs, students will work collaboratively on an oral history project and video presentation
· All students will prepare 3 discussion questions for each class reading
· Respond to guided journal assignments submitting them via Sakai. Late entries will not be accepted.
· Check your UD email frequently for class updates and information;

· Keep personal copies of all assignments.
Class participation is essential.  If you miss class, you are responsible for obtaining class notes and information about assignments from another student. Excessive absences will result in a failing grade for this course.  

Academic Integrity
            All students must be honest and forthright in their academic studies. To falsify the results of one's research, to steal the words or ideas of another, to cheat on an assignment, or to allow or assist another to commit these acts corrupts the educational process.  Any violation of this standard must be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs. (http://www.udel.edu/stuguide/07-08/code.html#honesty)

Disability Statement
            Any student who thinks s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact us. You will be referred to the Americans with Disabilities Act Office (ADA) for students with physical or emotional disabilities or the Academic Enrichment Center (AED) for students with learning disabilities or ADHD.
Texts/Resources/Readings/Supplies
Telling To Live: Latina Feminist Testimonios, eds. The Latina Feminist Group

Women’s Studies On Its Own, ed. Robyn Wiegman

The Companion Species Manifesto: Dogs, People, and Significant Otherness, by Donna Haraway 
The textbooks are available at the UD bookstore and Lieberman's Bookstore on Main Street in Newark (283-9980). Please buy your books within the first few days of class because the bookstores often send unpurchased books back to the publisher.

Grading and Evaluations 
Your grade is determined as follows:  

20 pts           Classroom Participation, Respectfulness, and Courtesy; 
30 pts           Sakai Journal Entries

20 pts
         Oral History Data Gathering (Questions, Tape, Release, and DVD)
30 pts           Final 3 Minute Video Documentary Presentation
Optional Extra-credit offered for--    Virtual World exhibit—10 points
	Grade
	Points
	Grade
	Points

	A
	94-100
	C-
	70-73

	A-
	90-93
	D+
	67-69

	B+
	87-89
	D
	64-66

	B
	84-86
	D-
	60-63

	B-
	80-83
	F
	0-59

	C+
	77-79
	 
	 

	C
	74-76
	 
	 



Study Tips/Learning Resources 

· Students who get the most out of this course tend to spend three hours outside of class (preparing, reading, completing assignments, etc.) for every hour spent in class. If you do not understand any assignment or it is taking you more than a few hours to complete, please contact us as soon as possible.  

Student Feedback on Instruction 
We welcome your feedback throughout the course. Please feel free to talk or email us. Please send your comments, suggestions and requests to quintana@udel.edu or cbitzer@udel.edu
* Course Schedule
Theme 1:  Feminist Research, Pedagogy, and Methodologies 
2/12
Introductions:  What is feminist research?  How do we define feminist pedagogy


and feminist methodology?

2/14
Reading Assignment Due Today:  Introductions for Telling to Live and 


Women’s Studies on Its Own; Guest Speaker: Wanda Lopez, G.A.C.H.A.

Journal Assignment Due 2/17:  Reflect on the style and focus of 


each of your readings, identifying the central focus and the methodology.

2/17
Discussion Questions/Reading Assignment Due Today: Telling to Live,
           Section I, Women’s Studies. p 66-106.
 
Conducting Library Research: Oral History & Standpoint theory.


Class meets in 116A Morris Library: Guest Speaker: Carol Rudisell

2/19    Journal Assignment Due on Sakai today:  Define methodology and feminist and feminist methodology.  Compare and contrast approaches employed in our textbook readings.  

What is feminist standpoint theory? Discussion: Collaborative Research & Identifying my standpoint.
Journal Writing Assignment:  Standpoint research: My Influences at Ten—Due on Sakai, 2/26/09
2/24
Discussion of Readings from Telling to Live and Women’s Studies …


Review:  Standpoint theory

Theme 2: Feminist Research Gathering, Theories and Methods 
2/26
Journal Entry: Standpoint Research: My Influences at Ten—Due Today via Sakai Today:  2/26/09 by 5:00 pm.


Reading Discussion:  “Strangers in the Classroom” p 341 W.S. on its Own


Turn In Peer Groups and Oral History Subjects Form
Journal Writing Assignment: Oral History Exercise(s), Due 3/3 in class.
3/3
Guest Speaker:  Professor Mary Ruth Warner “Conducting Oral History Interviews”

3/5
Reading Assignment/Questions Due Today:  Telling to Live, Section III


Women’s Studies On its Own, read Sabina Sawhney chp, p. 341-368 and come to class prepared to discuss the central issues.  (No need to worry about writing discussion questions for this reading).
Journal Assignment: What questions should I ask my subject?  Peer groups collaborate and write a draft of potential oral history survey questions, Due on Sakai 3/10
3/10
SMDC: Taping Oral Histories: Preparation and Training, Classroom B 

Reading Assignment:  in Women’s Studies on its Own p. 183-191
“The Past in Our Present: Theorizing the Activist Project of Women’s Studies”

Journal Assignment:  Is Oral History a form of Activism?- Due on Sakai, 3/12
3/12
SMDC:  Taping Preparation and Training, Classroom B
Journal Assignment: Random thoughts about taping oral history, Due on Sakai 3/17 
Theme 3: Applying Feminist Theories and Methods

3/17
Conduct Interviews

3/19
Conduct Interviews

3/24
How do I create a storyboard and tell a story?  SMDC, Classroom B
Journal Assignment: Write about Storyboarding and feminist narration.  Due on Sakai 3/27
3/26
How do I create a short video documentary using iPhoto and iMovie?


SMDC, Classroom B 

Journal Assignment: Drafting: Writing/Analyzing the Oral History, Due on Sakai 4/7
3/31-4/2/09—Spring Break

4/7  
How do I create a short video documentary to communicate effectively? SMDC, Classroom B, iMovie
4/9
First Draft of Video Due Today

SMDC, Classroom B

4/14
Video Feedback Sessions 

4/16
iMovie Session for Revisions, SMDC Classroom B
4/21    Video Documentary Project Presentations 
4/23
Video Documentary Project Presentations
Theme 4: Feminist Research --Teaching Future Trends 

4/28  
Reading/Discussion Questions on Donna Haraway’s The Companion Species Manifesto: Dogs, People, and Significant Otherness
4/30   Media Production: From Critique to Production, Discussion of Black Feminist Pedagogical Implications, and New Media in Virtual World: What’s happening at Dubai Women’s College and Ohio State University, as well as with President Obama’s Healthcare team?
5/5
New Media Issues and Implications for Women’s Studies 

5/7
Reading Assignment/Discussion Questions:  Women’s Studies… p. 416

“What Should Every Women’s Studies Major Know?  Reflections on the Capstone
 Seminar”
Reading Assignment/Discussion Questions:  Conclusion Telling to Live
5/12
Reflections:  Interpreting the Oral History

 In Class Writing Exercise
5/14 Journal Entry Due on Sakai Today:  What were the critical issues that surfaced in my oral history project/capstone.  What did you learn about your subject’s standpoint? What does oral history offer for feminist analysis? How does it differ from traditional Historical accounts? 
5/19
Journal: How do I understand my role and responsibility as a feminist teacher/researcher?-  Hard Copy Due in Class Today
Evaluations

* subject to change
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