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Women, Race & Ethnicity
U.S. Latina Writers

I.  Course Objectives:


Featuring the writing of a number of U.S. Latina cultural critics, this course will attempt to develop an understanding of the cultural traditions that have influenced their work.  Moving from the oral tradition--a tradition that relies heavily on close family networks and the dependence of generations of people living in the same community--we will consider the way U.S. Latina writers use their work to communicate when face to face contact is no longer possible.  The course will also bring into dialogue the feminist theories and practices that have shaped emergent knowledge formation known as “Latina cultural studies.”   To this end the course is structured to enact a hemispheric dialogue between feminist studies and cultural studies as fields of knowledge that circulate and crisscross the Americas. We will examine two particular themes regarding writers and/or characters they choose to represent--the tensions within and between world(s) in which they live and interact, and their reactions to and relationship with their socio-cultural environment(s).

II.  Required Texts:


Telling to Live

Cisneros, Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories

Peña, Latina Activists Across Borders

Molinary, Hijas Americanas
Valdes-Rodriguez, The Dirty Girls Social Club

III. Requirements:

The course will emphasize critical thinking speaking, and writing.  Students will be expected to participate actively in class discussions, respond to readings in a reader response journal, compile an annotated bibliography and complete a final research project.

IV.   Grading Breakdown:

Pop Quizzes/Class Participation –
  25%


Reading Journals -- 

  15%


Oral Reports
--  

  20%

Papers (2)                                           40%
V.  Expectations:

You are expected to attend and participate in class on a regular basis.  Calling-or e-mailing–after the fact does NOT constitute an excused absence.  If serious illnesses, family emergencies, or other crises occur, you must contact the Dean of Students Office as soon as possible.  The office can assist you in notifying faculty and providing verification.  

I expect you to attend class, and make it on time.  Do not ask me if you missed something important.  Any absence will deprive you of a significant segment of the course.


I expect you to come to class prepared, which includes reading all the assignments and being prepared to discuss them.  Come to class with questions, concerns, opinions, and (constructive) rants, so you can contribute to the discussion.  I expect you to bring your readings to class as well.  If you do not have your readings, you will not be able to participate.  Notice that your participation grade is a significant portion of your final grade.  Please take this requirement seriously.

I expect you to turn in all writing assignments on time.  I do not accept late papers or schedule make-up assignments.  Again-- all writing for this class must be word-processed or typed, (if you must).

I expect you to approach this class, its discussions, its assignments, your classmates, and me with an open mind.  You will not always agree with me (you probably won’t always agree with one another), and I will not always agree with you, but I expect that you will listen to me and to one another with the same respect with which I will listen to you.

Your oral report will give you the opportunity to present an overview on some aspect of the reading assignment.  The two short papers will give you the opportunity to expand on two of your reading journal entries.   Unlike the reading journals they must be thesis driven, and represent your own original work.  It will be graded for content, stylistics, clarity, and grammar.

 While you are reading the assignment for any given class period, you should jot down any questions you may have about the text.  These questions will then be used to (hopefully) spark discussion.  Please be original and sophisticated in your questions; they should be open-ended and address points or issues that you would like to discuss.

Tentative Class Schedule
9/4
 Introductions:   How do we define U.S. Latinas?  What is their relationship

                to international women’s studies?  How do we define transnationalism?  What is transnational


  feminist/women’s studies?


Film:  Selena—A Home Movie
9/9
Film Discussion

Reading Assignment:  Telling to Live--introduction

9/11
Film:  Intellectuals Respond to Selena
9/16
Film: Discussion , applying text to interpretation
9/18
Telling to Live
9/23
Telling to Live
9/25
Telling to Live
9/30
Telling to Live, Journals Due Today
10/2
Telling to Live
10/7
Hijas Americans
10/9
Hijas Americans
10/14
Paper Due Today: Hijas Americans
10/16
Hijas Americans
10/21
The Dirty Girls Social Club
10/23
The Dirty Girls Social Club
10/28
Buena Vista Social Club
10/30
Woman Hollering Creek
11/4
Election Day: Classes Cancelled


11/6
Woman Hollering Creek:  
11/11
Woman Hollering Creek…
11/13
Latina Activists Across Borders
11/18
Latina Activists Across Borders
11/20     Latinas Activists Across Border

s
11/24
Film:  Señorita Extraviada
11/26
Paper # 2 Due today


Web explorations: Afro/Latina website

12/2       Journals Due Today

12/4
You-Tube and Latinas

12/9       Last Day of Class

