SGST/WOMS 200:  Introduction to Sexualities and Gender Studies                                  

Fall- 2008:  Wednesday 5:00– 8:00 pm

Gore, Room 217                                               

Professor:  Alvina Quintana e-mail: quintana@udel.edu

                        Associate Professor, Women’s Studies

                        Office: 34 West Delaware Avenue, office hours by appointment                                                      

                        Phone: 302-831-8704

 Teaching Assistant:  Ken Adams, Political Science/Women’s Studies Major

Course description

Exploration of the variations in the social construction of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, transgendered and queer identities and communities in contemporary American society by an introductory cultural study of gay literature, history, theory, religious, legal, and medical issues, and culture (including film, music, dance, performance, television, theatre and the visual arts).  Guest lectures, discussions, audio-visual media, library and on-line research.

Course requirements and guidelines

** Class attendance is required in order to participate in weekly discussions as well as to hear invited speakers, to view films and videotapes, and to see slides of artworks.   Active participation in weekly class discussions is vital to your overall performance grade for the class.
    * In order to be able to participate fully in course discussions, you must complete the assigned readings before each class session.

    * 4 quizzes will be given to determine if you are keeping up with the assigned readings.  See details below.

    * Two short response papers are required for successful completion of this course.  See details below.

    * All persons of whatever sexual orientation are welcome as members of this class.   No member is expected or required to come out or identify her or his sexual orientation to the class.  Such disclosure is an entirely personal matter.  If, however, you feel it important to identify your sexual orientation, such disclosure will be welcomed.

    * If any member of this class wishes, occasionally, to bring a visitor, you are welcome to do so.   Visitors may participate in discussions if they have read the weekly readings before visiting the class.  If you bring a visitor, it is your responsibility to introduce her or him to the course instructor before class begins.

    * In a course with subject matter that is overtly sexual, with a subject matter about choices and behaviors that has subjected scores of human beings for millennia to extreme prejudice and religious and social persecution, it is important to be sensitive and respectful of each person’s sexuality and opinions in this class.  Personal attacks will never be tolerated in this class.

 Attendance

Class attendance is required.   Your absence will be noticed since we will be meeting only once each week.   Please refer to “University Attendance Policies” for University Faculty Senate defined policies on attendance.

 Quizzes

The 4 take home quizzes will test your knowledge of the assigned readings.   A set of questions will be provided a week before a quiz to assist you in preparation for the quizzes.   The quizzes will be given according to the following schedule:

       September 17:  Quiz 1 

    * October 1:        Quiz 2

    * November 5:    Quiz 3

    * December 3:    Quiz 4

Papers

The 2 short   papers are as follows:  Paper 1: Why, or why not, is a person’s sexual identity important?  Paper 2:  A personal response paper reflecting on what you have learned this term beginning with a discussion of  what motivated you to take this course?  The assigned readings in this course are to be used as a jumping off point for your two papers.  Additional guidelines for your papers will be provided.   Each paper will consist of at least 5 but no more than 8 pages including footnotes and bibliography.  Use double spacing in an easily readable 12 pt. font, use average margins, and number each page.   Handwriting or hand printing are not acceptable.  Please use a word processor to prepare your paper.   You are responsible for keeping a copy of the paper yourself.  Use either the Chicago Manual of Style or the MLA Style Manual as your writing standards.  Identify each paper with the number and title of the course, your name, title of your paper, your professor’s name, and the date.   Your papers are due on the following dates.  Please note:  I do NOT accept late papers.

    * October 15:  Paper 1:  Why, or why not, is a person’s sexual identity important?                                                          

    * December 10:  Paper 2:  Personal response reflecting on issues related to your learning process.

Required texts

Fillingham, Introducing Foucault for Beginners.

Foucault, History of Sexuality: An Introduction

Sanchez,Scholossberg (eds) Passing: Identity & Interpretation in Sexuality, Race, and Religion

Vincent, Self-Made Man:  One Woman’s Year Disguised as a Man

 Course Objectives
The purpose of this course is to provide a general cultural introduction to the variations in the social construction of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, transgendered and queer identities and communities in contemporary American society.   The windows that we will use to view these subjects in an attempt to understand them will be gay literature, history, queer theory, religious, legal, health, medical and psychological issues and culture (classical/traditional, contemporary, and popular) film, performance, television, and the visual arts.   What do these words—lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, transgendered, queer—mean?  As identities, how are they acquired and how are such identities developed?  How have such identities replaced the word homosexual?  Is the binary construct of homosexual and heterosexual identities meaningful?  What are the relationships between the terms sex, gender, and sexuality?  Given our analysis of sexuality and gender studies should we begin to think more critically about heterosexuality?
 Grading policy

Your final grade for this course will be determined by the following:

·      Attendance/participation:  10% (10 pts.)

·      4 quizzes: 10% each (40 pts.)

·    Papers 1 & 2:  25% each (50 pts.)

  Grading scale

          .  100-96 = A

           .   95-91 = A-

            .  90-86 = B+

            .  85-81 = B

            .  80-76 = C+

            .  75-71 = C

            .  70-66 = D+

            .  65-61 = D

            .  60-          = F

Plagiarism

 When you use someone else’s words without attribution you are guilty of plagiarism.  This includes the use of any part, no matter how small, of a published or unpublished work in any form (on the internet, printed in a book, newspaper, magazine, hand written, hand typed, etc.) without referring in precise language to the source of your information.   This includes submitting a paper written for another course, papers purchased from commercial sources and even using the ideas of another person with attribution.   You are encouraged to read relevant material in preparation for writing from any source whatsoever and to discuss your ideas and the topics of this course with your friends and family but if you use ideas that are provided by others, you must always acknowledge their assistance as the source of your information.

Tentative Schedule

Due to many unforeseen circumstances, i.e., illness of your professor, weather, scheduled speakers unable to be present, problems with audio-visual equipment, as well as greater or lesser time being required by a particular subject, this schedule may require alteration.  If so you will be informed before the class next class meets by e-mail. 

Week 1, September 3:  Introduction to the course

                1.  Who are your instructors?  

                      Personal histories: Alvina Quintana and Ken Adams

                2.  Sakai introduction

               3.   Film:  Queer Duck: The Movie

Week 2, September 10:   “Politics and Representation”

                             Readings, Introducing Foucault for Beginners

                             Film:  Fabulous:  The Story of Queer Cinema

Week 3, September 17: Quiz # 1

Film:  Before Stonewall: The Making of a Gay and Lesbian Community

Reading:  Foucault, History of Sexuality Vol I: An Introduction-- p. 1-49

Week 4, September 24:  Guest Speaker: TBA

                                Reading: Foucault, "Scientia Sexualis" p. 53-73

Week 5, October 1:  Quiz # 2

                               Reading: Foucault, "The Deployment of Sexuality" 77- 102

Week 6, October 8: 

                                Reading:  Foucault, 103-114     

                                Speaker: TBA

Week 7, October 15:  First short paper due today

                               Reading:  Passing, p. 1-63

 Week 8, October 22: Guest Speaker: Richie Holland, Professor Women's Studies

                                -- Cinematic Representations of Difference

                             Reading: "Passing Lines..." p. 92-134

Week 9, October 29: 

                             Reading: "From Victorian Parlor to Physique Pictorial," p. 135-159                              

Guest Speaker:  Hilton Brown, Art Professor

Week 10, November 5:  Quiz # 3

                             Reading:  Self-Made Man

Week 11, November 12: “Cross-dressing, Sexuality & Gender”

                        Reading:  Passing: Identity and Interpretation...chapters 7-8

                        Guest Speaker:  Antonia Rudolph, Professor Sociology/BAMS




“A New Look At Misogyny & Homophobia in Hip Hop”

Week 12, November 19:

                        Reading:  Passing... chp. 9 "The Church's Closet" 

                        Film:  Boys Don't Cry

 Week 13, November 26- Thanksgiving Break

 Week 14, December 3: Quiz # 4

                       Reading:  Passing..., chp. 10 "Moses' Wilderness Tabernacle"


         Panel Discussion:  The Construction of Gay Families

 December 10:  Last Day of Class--Final Paper Due Today:

                        Film:  Transamerica

